
 

 1 

“Turning Those in Crisis Toward Christ” 

2025 
CALL TO CARE BANQUET 

Emergency 
Chaplains 

LOVE GOD   |   LOVE PEOPLE   |   SERVE BOTH 



 

 2 

Emergency Chaplains 

PO Box 14762  |  RTP, NC  |  27709-4762 
919.399.9468  |  Office@EChap.org  |  www.EChap.org 

Dear Friend, 

Welcome to our annual banquet, celebrating Emergency 

Chaplains 17th year of service to First Responders and the 

communities they serve.   

We are grateful that you have chosen to come out and spend 

your evening to celebrate our First Responders and Chaplains,  

to respect the memory of Brantley Pearce, and to find out more 

about partnering with us. 

You are our honored guest and a great encouragement to us.  

Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to come 

tonight.  We hope that you enjoy the banquet! 

 

Blessings! 

 
Ralph Thompson 
Executive Director 

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Carter Thompson 
Dylan Stone 

Michael Perra 

Ralph Thompson 
Randy Maynard 

Mike White 

mailto:ChaplainRalph@yahoo.com
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Tonight’s Feature Presentation  
Crisis, Compassion, and the Gospel  

Real-Life Chaplain Response Scenario 
A Glimpse Into the Heart of Emergency Chaplains 

This year’s feature presentation replaces a traditional keynote 
address. 
 
Through a true-to-life role-play, we invite you to step inside a 
moment of tragedy—a house fire that forever changed one family 
and deeply impacted the first responders who served them. 

You’ll see how our chaplains work side by side with police, fire, EMS, 
and 911—offering presence, prayer, and compassion in the midst of 
chaos. 
 
You’ll also see how God uses those moments as open doors for the 
gospel—where pain meets purpose, and hope breaks through 
heartbreak. 

This presentation is the focal point of our evening—an honest, 
emotional look at why Emergency Chaplains exists and how God uses 
chaplains to carry His presence into moments of chaos and loss for 
the sake of the gospel. 
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Brantley Pearce 
Memorial 

 

On August 28, 2010, 18 year old 

Brantley Pearce died in an 

automobile accident.  Brantley's 

best friend, Miles Moorman also 

died in the accident.  

Two other friends, Kim Frey and 

Kristen Terry, who were also in 

the car, were injured. 

Karen Dean, Brantley’s mother, 

has established this Memorial in his name out of the pain 

caused by their loss, to benefit the ministry of Emergency 

Chaplains. Karen knows firsthand the kind of help a family needs 

during a time of loss and she wants others who are suffering in 

the midst of their crisis to be offered the hope and comfort that 

Emergency Chaplains provides.  No one should ever be alone 

when something like this happens.  

The purpose of the Brantley Pearce Memorial is to raise funds 

that will provide training for new chaplaincy volunteers. Our 

vision is to steadily increase the area covered by Emergency 

Chaplains and to help more people during times of crisis. 

Our annual banquet is also a time to recognize individual 

responders for their exceptional service with the Brantley 

Pearce Memorial Award.  Tonight, one Chaplain and one First 

Responder will be honored because of their dedication to caring 

for those in crisis. 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our  

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.    

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
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Banquet Sponsors 
In Memory of Brantley Pearce 

 

The following sponsors helped make this banquet possible through 
their donations in memory of Brantley Pearce. 

Anonymous 
Anne Andrews 
Elina Annas 
CL & Linda Ashley 
Clyde & Jane Bailey 
Ruth Bible Class 
Bob & Sue Bradley 
Nettie Brogden 
Barbara Burg 
Linda Button & J.P. Morgan 
Trina Campbell 
Gary & Laura Chambers 
Valare  Clark 
     -In Memory of Ricky Lee Lynch & 
        in honor of Chaplain Bill Oakley- 

Ira Curl 
     -Curl, CPA- 
Van & Sandy Duke 
Bart & Sandy Durham 
     -Septic System Solutions- 
Billy & Janice Ellis 
Marcie Ellis 
Mike & Kim Evans 
Mindy Farr 
Frank & Beth Ferrara 
Art & Cindy Ferrell 
Pat Finch 
Mike & Sandra Finch 

Andy & Kim Foreman 
Jerry & Pam Fowler 
Kay Gresham 
Paula Gullie 
Sheba Hall 
Willie & Shirley Hall 
Paul & Brenda Harris 
Sheila Herring 
Dona Hill 
Mike & Corissa Hogan 
Brad Hubinek 
Matt & Erika Ingold 
Rod & Carol Ingold 
     -Ingold Tire- 
Yolanda James 
Brian & Becky Jarman 
Rick & Scarlet Johnson 
Denise Kennedy 
Ann Keyes 
Jennifer King 
Harold & Anna Knowles 
Libby Lang 
Bonnie Lee 
Ken & Melinda Leimone 
     -1st Choice Maintenance- 
Roger & Phyllis Matthews 
Hal & Maria MeKeel 
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Banquet Sponsors 
In Memory of Brantley Pearce 

 

(Continued) 

Drew & Diane McKinney 
Tim & Gloria Minor 
Doug & Patti Neptun 
Holly Nichols 
Peter & Pat Nolty 
Michael O'Connor 
     -Hall-Wynne Funeral Home- 
Billie Overcash 
Badeen Parker 
Janet Pasielski 
Joe & Judi Pope 
Mark & Terri Ragan 
     -Ragan’s Pressure Cleaning- 

Hilary Raymond 
John & Roberta Rogerson 
Frank & Susan Rose 
Calise Rowland 
Rick & Sheila Slagle 
Gail Smith 
Dennis & Bunny Smith 
Anne Stengel & Ellen Katz 
Gina Tallman 
Kevin & Marge Walls 
Jill Warash 
Vivian Williams 
Juanita Woods 

JOIN THE ECHAP PRAYER TEAM! 
Want to know how to pray for us? Join 
the prayer team! We send updates 2 
times per month with specific prayer 
needs for our ministry, our Chaplains, 
and the agencies that we serve. Sign up 
today with the response card on your 
table. Or sign up online at EChap.org/
Pray or you can scan the QR code. 
 
When you sign up, 
you’ll get a prayer 
team decal for 
your car, to let 
First Responders 
know that you are 
praying for them!  

Sign up today! 
 

EChap.org/Pray 
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THANK YOU TO OUR  
DIAMOND SPONSORS! 

2512 Ten Ten Road 
Apex, NC 27539 

919-303-4653 
kevinjones@knightsplay.com 
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Ragan’s Pressure Cleaning, LLC 
    Mark Ragan 

Phone: 919-697-6021 
raganscleaning@aol.com      

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS! 

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSORS! 
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Chiropractor to the Chaplains | DrCraigFrench.com 

THANK YOU TO OUR SILVER SPONSORS! 
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BANQUET 
Hero Level Sponsors 

Karen & Michael Dean 
-In Loving Memory of Brantley Pearce- 

Lois Hudson 
-In Loving Memory of Brantley Pearce- 

 

Kelli Jones 
-Knight’s Play Golf Center- 

 

Diamond Level Sponsors 
 

Pat & Marcy Bria 
 

Bethesda Ruritan Club 
Durham, NC 

 
Clearview Baptist Church 

Henderson, NC 
 

Clements Funeral Home 
Durham, NC 

 
Financial Advisor Alex G. Nelson, CFP® 
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SPONSORS 

Josh & Leslyn Benfield 
Vince &Teresa Chicarelli 

Trina Campbell 
Robert & Linda Gooch 

Sheba Hall 
Kathy Harper 
Chris McKeel 

Myrtle Moore 
In Memory of Richard, Dickie, &    

Tim Moore 

Anonymous 
Hilary Raymond 
Autopark Honda 

Hall Wynne Funeral Home 
-Michael O'Connor- 

 

Ingold Tire Company 
-Rod & Carol Ingold- 

Ragan's Pressure Cleaning 
-Mark & Terri  Ragan- 

Platinum Level Sponsors 

Troop NC-0614 Troop NC-3117 
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Silver Level Sponsors 

Jim & Kaye Baggett 
Clyde & Jane Bailey 
Fred & Teressa Bays 
Keith & Renee Beard 
Randy Beeman 
Kristina M. Bowden 
Linda Button & J.P. Morgan 
Valare  Clark 
     -In Memory of Ricky Lee Lynch & 
       In Honor of Chaplain Bill Oakley- 
Betty Coggins 
Kenneth & Kaye Duncan 
Van & Sandy Duke 
Mike & Kim Evans 
Frank & Beth Ferrara 
Art & Cindy Ferrell 
Pat Finch 
Andy & Kim Foreman 
Jerry & Pam Fowler 

Kathleen Glover 
Judy Gravitte 
Kay Gresham 
Willie & Shirley Hall 
Sheila Herring 
Michael & Corissa Hogan 
     -In Memory of Brantley Pearce- 
Jimmy & Luanne Holland 
     -In Memory of Paul Booth- 
Brad Hubinek 
Rick & Scarlet Johnson 
Jennifer King 
Harold & Anne Knowles 
Margaret Lee 
Charles & Joanne Lee 
Danny & Robin Lee 
Ken & Melinda Leimone 
     -1st Choice Maintenance- 
Karen Manning 

CL & Linda Ashley 
Dennis & Cheryl Chappell 

Ira Curl 
-Curl CPA, LLC- 

Paul & Brenda Harris 
Michael & Nicole Hummel  

The James Family 
Bonnie Lee 

Tim & Lisa Shelton 
Bart & Sandy Durham 

-Septic Systems Solutions- 

Gold Level Sponsors 

BANQUET 
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Silver Level Sponsors (Cont.) 

Anne Andrews 
Elina Annas 
Jimmy & Debbie Barber 
Ruth Bible Class 
Bob & Sue Bradley 
Nettie Brogden 
Daniel & Peggy Bryant 
     -In Honor of Robert A. Sargent- 
Barbara Burg 
Gary & Laura Chambers 
Maddie Clites 
Billy & Janice Ellis 
Marcie Ellis 
Mindy Farr 
Mike & Sandra Finch 
Paula Gullie 
Tom & Vicky Gurganus 
Dona Hill 
Matt & Erika Ingold 
Yolanda James 
Brian & Becky Jarman 
Denise Kennedy 
Ann Keyes 
Becky Koehler 
Libby Lang 
Betty Lovitte 
Lowe's Grove Baptist Church 
     -In Honor of Intentional Love  
      Baptist, Fuquay Varina, NC- 

Phyllis Matthews 
Skip & Julie Marsh 
Hal & Maria MeKeel 
Tim & Lynne McMannen 
Tim & Gloria Minor 
Richard Moore 
Doug & Patti Neptun 
Holly Nichols 
Peter & Pat Nolty 
Badeen Parker 
Howard & Sue Partin 
Caroline Raby 
Gloria Rentrope 
     -In Memory of Gene Rentrope- 
John & Roberta Rogerson 
Frank & Susan Rose 
Calise Rowland 
Don Sharp 
Rick & Sheila Slagle 
Gail Smith 
Anne Stengel & Ellen Katz 
Gina Tallman 
Kevin & Marge Walls 
Vivian Williams 
Juanita Woods 

SPONSORS 
Rev. Jeff & Ileen McCarthy 
     -In Honor of Sgt. Nathan McRee- 
Drew & Diane McKinney 
Kent & Theresa Moore 
Cliff Nixon 
Billie Overcash 
Janet Pasielski 
Joe & Judy Pope 
Dennis & Bunny Smith 
Larry & Tammy Smith 

Norman & Saundra Stallings 
     -In Honor of Titus Benfield- 
Phillip Thompson 
Matt Torcasso 
Brian Van Horn 
Jay & Jenny Veasey 
Jill Warash 
Ronnie Wilkerson 
     -Wilkerson Auto- 
Kevin and Linda Wilson 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
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WHAT WE’RE DOING... 

In 2024, Our Chaplains Reported: 
 
• 2,168 Counseling Opportunities  

      (with First Responders & Citizens) 

• 487 Station Visits (570 Hours) 

• 134 Ride-Alongs (515 Hours) 

• 530 Crisis Response calls (1021 Hours) 

• 320 Gospel Presentations 

We Currently Have: 
 

• 97 Chaplains 

• 28 Counties 

• 81 Agencies Served 

• 41 Certified Public Safety Chaplains 

Train: 
 

Do you believe God is 
calling you to serve?  
Sign up for our Core 
Chaplaincy Training!  

See page 19 of this program 
for a special training offer! 

How you can partner with us: 

Give: 
 

Support the work of 
Chaplaincy across NC and 

beyond! 
Give online today at: 

EChap.org/donate 

Pray: 
 

Join the EChap Prayer 
Team! Receive updates 2x 

per month with ways to 
pray for us. 

Sign up today at: 
EChap.org/pray 
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...IN THE FIELD 
 

Ministry to a Grieving Mother—A chaplain responded to a home 
where a woman had discovered her daughter had died 
unexpectedly. With no nearby family, the chaplain assisted in 
contacting out-of-town relatives and helped coordinate 
arrangements with a local funeral home. They remained with the 
mother for several hours, offering emotional and spiritual 
support, and ensured she would not be left alone in the 
aftermath of the tragedy. 
 
4-Year-Old Dies of Gunshot Wound—Three chaplains were 
dispatched following a tragic incident involving a child who 
sustained a self-inflicted gunshot wound after finding a firearm in 
a backpack. One chaplain responded to the scene, while two 
others went directly to the hospital to support the family. Several 
adults and at least one other child were present in the home 
when the incident occurred. Chaplains provided emotional and 
spiritual care to those impacted by the tragedy, including family 
members and first responders. 
 
Unexpected Death at Home—A 50-year-old woman was found 
deceased by one of her teenage children. A chaplain responded 
to care for the surviving husband and three teenagers, helping 
them make temporary arrangements until funeral plans could be 
finalized. 
 
Our reach extended beyond first responder agencies as well—
Emergency Chaplains managed the chaplaincy response for NC 
Baptists on Mission in Durham. Following Tropical Storm Chantal, 
volunteers completed mud-outs on more than 100 flooded 
homes. Our chaplains provided care and support for both 
families in crisis and the volunteers who served them. 
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AGENCIES WE’VE SERVED 
Andrews Police 
Arlington Fire 

Avon Fire 
Bahama Fire-Rescue 

Boonville Fire 
Boonville Police 
Burnsville Police 

Butner Public Safety 
Carrboro Fire 

Carrboro Police 
Cary Fire 

Craven County Fire 
Dare County EMS 

Dare County Sheriff 
Delaware Township Fire (PA) 

Double Island Fire 
Durham 911 

Durham Co Sheriff 
Durham County EMS 

Durham Police 
East Bend Fire 

East Bend Police 
Fall Creek Fire 

Frisco Fire 
Green County Sheriff (TN) 

Harlowe Fire 
Hatteras Island Rescue Squad 

Henderson County EMS 
Henderson Fire 

Henderson Police 
Hertford County Sheriff 
Johnston County EMS 

Johnston County Sheriff 
Jonesville Police 

Kure Beach Police 
Largo Fire-Rescue (FL) 

Lebanon Fire 
Lone Hickory Fire 

Moriah Fire 

Morrisville Police 
NC State Hwy Patrol 

Orange County Sheriff 
Oxford Fire 

Pearce's Mill Fire 
Person Co 911 

Person Co Sheriff 
Person EMS 

Person Memorial Hospital 
Person Co Rescue Squad 

Person Co Sheriff 
Person EMS 

Prospect Hill Fire 
Redwood Fire 

Rich Square Fire 
Roxboro Fire 

Roxboro Police 
Selma Police 

Smithfield Police 
Stem Police 

Sunset Beach Fire 
Sunset Beach Police 

Tennessee Hwy Patrol 
Timberlake Fire 

Triple Springs Fire 
Waccamaw Fire 

Wake Forest Police 
West Yadkin Fire 

Yadkin County 911 
Yadkin County Detention Center 

Yadkin County Rescue Squad 
Yadkin County Sheriff 

Yadkinville Fire 
Yadkinville Police 

Yancey County 911 
Yancey County EMS 
Yancey County Fire 

Yancey County Sheriff 
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EChap Core Training 

Banquet Special Offer 
(Good through 11/07/2025) 

 
Do you sense God’s call on your life to minister to those  
in your neighborhood, at work, or other places you go?   

Take the next step with EChap Core Training! 
 

LEARN AT YOUR OWN PACE—-ALL ONLINE 

12 Courses in Program — Total Cost: $120  $49.00 
Get more information at EChap.org/training 

 
Call, text or email Ralph with questions 
Ralph@EChap.org— (919) 280-8908 

 
To take advantage of this special offer: 

• Complete the registration form at: EChap.org/training. 
 

• On the form, choose “I have a coupon code.”  
Enter coupon code: BANQUET and click “apply discount.” 
 

• This offer expires on 11/07/2025. 
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 “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace.  
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  

I have overcome the world.”  
John 16:33 

Order of Program 
 

 
Welcome 

Ralph Thompson, Executive Director 
Emergency Chaplains 

 
Posting of the Colors 
Trail Life Troop 0614 

 
Invocation 

 
Dinner Catered By: 

Gillis Bar-B-Que 
 

Brantley Pearce Memorial Awards 
 

Chaplain Response Scenario 
K.J. Ellington, Phil Sheridan, Ann Wilkos 

Scott Wilkos, Dylan Stone, Ralph Thompson 
 

Ministry Report 
Dylan Stone, Assistant Director 

Emergency Chaplains 
 

Partner Participation 
 

Retiring of the Colors 
Trail Life Troop 0614 

 
Benediction 

Text to Give 
Text “EChap” to 73256 

 

Wifi Name: RBC Guest 


