
"TURNING THOSE IN CRISIS TOWARD CHRIST" 
 

Emergency Chaplains 

BECOME A CHAPLAIN 
The need is growing.  

We can provide the training.  
Sign up today! 

EChap.org/training  

GIVE MONTHLY TO ECHAP 
Your support keeps us on the field to serve First 

Responders and citizens in crisis. 
EChap.org/donate 

 

JOIN THE ECHAP PRAYER TEAM 
Pray for our  

First Responders, Public Safety Agencies,  
and our Chaplains.   

EChap.org/pray  

What a night! Our 17th Anniversary Call to 
Care Banquet at Ridgecrest Baptist Church 
was a powerful reminder of God’s 
faithfulness and the importance of 
chaplaincy ministry in our communities. 
Guests enjoyed a hearty meal from Gillis 
BBQ, warm fellowship, and an inspiring 
program that celebrated both faithful 
service and the multiplying mission of 
Emergency Chaplains. 
 
Pastor Marc Francis opened the evening 
with prayer, followed by the Posting of the 
Colors by Trail Life Troop 614. The program blended 
celebration with challenge — honoring chaplains who 
have answered God’s call to care, and inviting everyone 
present to join the mission of bringing the comfort of 
Christ to those in crisis. 
 
At the heart of the evening was the story behind the 
Brantley Pearce Memorial Fund. In 2010, Karen Dean 
lost her son Brantley in a tragic motor vehicle accident. 
In the midst of her grief, God began writing a new story 
— one that would bring comfort to others. Two years 
after Brantley’s death, Karen established the memorial 
fund in his name, with one purpose: to help Emergency 
Chaplains train and equip more chaplains to serve first 
responders and families in their darkest moments.  
 
Since its creation in 2012, the fund has raised more than 
$291,000—directly supporting our training and 
certification programs that have produced chaplains 
now serving in 28 North Carolina counties and beyond. 
What began as one mother’s obedience has grown into 
a statewide mission — multiplying chaplains, comforting 
responders, and bringing the hope of Christ where it’s 
needed most. 
 

Each year, the Brantley Pearce Memorial 
Awards are presented to recognize those 
who embody that same call to care. But 
more than a single night of recognition, 
these awards symbolize something 
deeper—the enduring truth that God can 
transform loss into legacy, using heartache 
to strengthen others and advance His 
kingdom. 
 
Another highlight of the evening was a live, 
on-stage role-play scenario titled “A Day in 
the Life of a Chaplain.” The presentation re-

created a tragic house fire and followed chaplains as 
they ministered to grieving parents, exhausted 
firefighters and medics, and 911  dispatchers who had 
heard it all unfold. The story gave guests a vivid glimpse 
of what chaplains do every day—stepping into chaos 
with calm, offering prayer when words fail, and staying 
when others have to leave. 
 
As the night closed, guests were invited to pray, give, 
and partner with us in expanding Vision 100 — our 
mission to build chaplaincy ministries in all 100 counties 
of North Carolina and beyond. From Durham to Dare 
County, from mountain towns to coastal sandbars, God 
is multiplying chaplains who carry His comfort to those 
in crisis.  
 
Thank you for standing with us in this mission. Your 
prayers and generosity make it possible for chaplains to 
show up when tragedy strikes — offering presence, 
prayer, and the hope of Christ.  
  
As we look ahead, please continue to pray that God will 
strengthen our chaplains, raise up new volunteers, and 
expand this work across North Carolina and beyond.  

A CALL TO CARE: REFLECTIONS ON OUR 17TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 

Brantley Pearce 

EChap.org 
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10-4 Award 
Chaplain Daryl Anderson 

Each year, Emergency Chaplains presents 
the 10-4 Award in memory of Chaplain 
Merritt Buchanan, whose life and ministry 
were grounded in 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 — 
“For the weapons of our warfare are not of 
the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds.” This award recognizes a 
chaplain who embodies that same spiritual 
strength and faithfulness in service. 

This year’s recipient, Chaplain Daryl 
Anderson, has been serving with Emergency 
Chaplains since 2022 through the Durham 
Police Department and our Homicide 
Response Team. Recently, Daryl sensed God 
calling him to expand his ministry into his 
own community — and he obeyed. He and 
his wife, Ada, began serving weekly at The 
Laurels of Chatham, a senior living 
community in Pittsboro, where they lead 
Bible studies, encourage residents, and 
share the gospel with families and staff. 

Though recovering from recent surgery and 
unable to attend in person, Daryl shared a 
heartfelt video message with the banquet 
audience, reflecting on what it means to 
serve faithfully where God plants you. 
Through his quiet consistency, lives are 
being touched, hope is being restored, and 
the light of Christ is shining in that 
community. 

We are proud of Daryl and grateful for his 
example. His life reminds us that chaplaincy 
isn’t limited by title or territory — it’s the 
calling of every Great Commission Christian 
to bring the comfort of Christ wherever God 
leads. 

Brantley Pearce Memorial Award 
Chaplain of the Year 

Lisa Shelton 

The Brantley Pearce Memorial Award 
for Chaplain of the Year honors a 
volunteer chaplain whose service best 
reflects the heart of Christ — someone 
who steps into the pain of others with 
compassion, strength, and hope. 

This year’s recipient, Chaplain Lisa 
Shelton, has been faithfully serving 
with Emergency Chaplains since 2019 
as part of the Durham Crisis Response 
Team. After thirty-eight years of 
federal service, she retired in 2017 and 
began seeking God’s direction for the 
next season of her life. In her 
application to Emergency Chaplains, 
she wrote, “I am confident I have 
received Christ’s call to this ministry, 
and I am convinced I have been called 
to help hurting people.” That conviction 
continues to guide every step of her 
service. 

Lisa is known for her steady, calming 
presence in moments of chaos. Her 
ministry is marked by empathy and 
endurance — following up with 
grieving families, mentoring new 
chaplains (especially women entering 
crisis ministry), and providing pastoral 
care through our Grief Ministry Team. 

She often shares the defining moment 
that shaped her faith: twenty-three 
years ago, she rededicated her life to 
Christ while leading her 8-year-old son 
to faith in Jesus. From that day 
forward, her purpose has been clear — 
to bring comfort, peace, and the hope 
of the gospel to those in crisis. 

Brantley Pearce Memorial Award 
First Responder of the Year 

Chaplain K.J. Ellington 

The Brantley Pearce Memorial Award 
for First Responder of the Year 
recognizes a responder whose service 
and faith exemplify God’s call to care for 
others. 

This year’s recipient, Chaplain K.J. 
Ellington, has worn many uniforms — 
deputy sheriff, firefighter, EMT, and now 
pastor and chaplain. But in every role, 
one thing has remained constant: his 
heart to serve. 

After years in law enforcement and 
firefighting, K.J. and his wife followed 
God’s call to plant One Church on 
Hatteras Island — one of the most 
isolated and weather-worn communities 
in North Carolina. Today, he serves as a 
volunteer firefighter in Avon, a chaplain 
to the Highway Patrol in Dare County, 
and a shepherd to both responders and 
residents living through storms — 
physical and spiritual alike. 

During the banquet, K.J. shared about 
“life on a sandbar,” where hurricanes, 
tourism, and isolation all shape ministry 
in unique ways. He described the 
challenge of serving those who face 
trauma while also living through it — 
and the hope that keeps him there: the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

K.J.’s ministry reminds us that the call to 
care knows no boundaries. Even at the 
far edge of our state, the light of Christ 
is shining through those who are willing 
to go. 



PAGE 3  

MULTIPLY YOUR KINGDOM IMPACT  

As we approach the end of the 
year, now is the perfect time 
to review your giving plans 
and consider how you can 
make the greatest impact for 
the Kingdom — through your 
church, other ministries, and 
especially through Emergency 
Chaplains. 

At this year’s Call to Care 
Banquet, Alex Nelson, CFP®, 
CKA® with Edward Jones, 

shared several practical ways to leverage your assets for 
greater charitable impact: 

• Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs): If 
you’re age 70½ or older, you can give directly from 
your IRA to a qualified charity like Emergency 
Chaplains — up to $100,000 per year — without 
counting it as taxable income. 

 
• Appreciated Securities: Donating long-term stock 
or other appreciated assets can provide a significant 
tax advantage while allowing you to make a larger gift 
for ministry. 

 
• Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs): These charitable 
accounts allow you to invest, grow, and recommend 
gifts to ministries you care about — extending your 
influence and legacy of generosity. 

By planning strategically, you can reduce taxes, increase 
your giving capacity, and sustain ministries that bring 
Christ’s comfort to those in crisis. 

At the banquet, Dylan Stone made a heartfelt appeal for 
$50,000 in additional year-end giving to help us keep our 
part-time administrative positions funded. These staff 
members provide essential behind-the-scenes support — 
handling communication, training logistics, donor records, 
and countless details that make our frontline chaplains 
more effective in the field. Your generosity keeps them in 
place and helps the ministry move forward with strength 
and stability. 

If you’d like to explore creative giving options, we 
encourage you to speak with a professional advisor like 
Alex Nelson or your own trusted financial planner. To 
make a stock gift directly to Emergency Chaplains, your 
broker can transfer shares to our Edward Jones account 
#7523-1543(DTC#0057)- full details at EChap.org/donate. 

And finally, one of the most meaningful ways to make a 
lasting difference is by including Emergency Chaplains in 
your will or estate plan. Legacy gifts ensure that the 
ministry continues reaching first responders and families 
in crisis for generations to come. 

Together, let’s finish the year strong — turning generosity 
into eternal impact. 

Alex Nelson 



THANK YOU TO THIS YEAR’S BANQUET SPONSORS! 

Hero Level Sponsors 
 

Karen & Michael Dean 
     In Loving Memory of Brantley Pearce 

 
Lois Hudson 

     In Loving Memory of Brantley Pearce 
  

Knight’s Play Golf Center 
 

Diamond Level Sponsors 
 

Pat & Marcy Bria 
Bethesda Ruritan Club, Durham 

Clearview Baptist Church, Henderson 
Clements Funeral Home 

Alex G. Nelson, CFP, Edward Jones 

 
Platinum Level Sponsors 

 
Josh & Leslyn Benfield 

Vince &Teresa Chicarelli 
Trina Campbell 

Robert & Linda Gooch 
Sheba Hall 

Kathy Harper 
Chris McKeel 
Myrtle Moore 

     In Memory of Richard, Dickie, &  
Tim Moore  

Hilary Raymond 
Autopark Honda 

Hall Wynne Funeral Home 
     -Michael O'Connor- 
Ingold Tire Company 

     -Rod & Carol Ingold- 
Ragan's Pressure Cleaning 
     -Mark & Terri  Ragan- 

 
Gold Level Sponsors 

 
CL & Linda Ashley 

Dennis & Cheryl Chappell 
Ira Curl 

     -Curl CPA, LLC- 
Paul & Brenda Harris 

Michael & Nicole Hummel  
The James Family 

Bonnie Lee 
Tim & Lisa Shelton 

Bart & Sandy Durham 
     -Septic Systems Solutions- 

 
 

Silver Level Sponsors 
 

Jim & Kaye Baggett 
Clyde & Jane Bailey 
Fred & Teressa Bays 
Keith & Renee Beard 

Randy Beeman 
Kristina M. Bowden 

Linda Button & J.P. Morgan 
Valare Clark 

      In Memory of Ricky Lee Lynch & 
       In Honor of Chaplain Bill Oakley 

Betty Coggins 
Kenneth & Kaye Duncan 

Van & Sandy Duke 
Mike & Kim Evans 

Frank & Beth Ferrara 
Art & Cindy Ferrell 

Pat Finch 
Andy & Kim Foreman 
Jerry & Pam Fowler 

Kathleen Glover 
Judy Gravitte 
Kay Gresham 

Willie & Shirley Hall 
Sheila Herring 

Michael & Corissa Hogan 
Jimmy & Luanne Holland 

     -In Memory of Paul Booth- 
Brad Hubinek 

Rick & Scarlet Johnson 
Jennifer King 

Harold & Anne Knowles 
Margaret Lee 

Charles & Joanne Lee 
Danny & Robin Lee 

Ken & Melinda Leimone 
     -1st Choice Maintenance- 

Karen Manning 
Rev. Jeff & Ileen McCarthy 

     -In Honor of Sgt. Nathan McRee- 
Drew & Diane McKinney 

Kent & Theresa Moore 
Cliff Nixon 

Billie Overcash 
Janet Pasielski 

Joe & Judy Pope 
Dennis & Bunny Smith 
Larry & Tammy Smith 

Norman & Saundra Stallings 
     -In Honor of Titus Benfield- 

Phillip Thompson 
Matt Torcasso 

Brian Van Horn 
Jay & Jenny Veasey 

Jill Warash 
Ronnie Wilkerson 
     -Wilkerson Auto- 

Kevin and Linda Wilson 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
 

Anne Andrews 
Elina Annas 

Jimmy & Debbie Barber 
Ruth Bible Class 

Bob & Sue Bradley 
Nettie Brogden 

Daniel & Peggy Bryant 
    -In Honor of Robert A. Sargent- 

Barbara Burg 
Gary & Laura Chambers 

Maddie Clites 
Billy & Janice Ellis 

Marcie Ellis 
Mindy Farr 

Mike & Sandra Finch 
Paula Gullie 

Tom & Vicky Gurganus 
Dona Hill 

Matt & Erika Ingold 
Yolanda James 

Brian & Becky Jarman 
Denise Kennedy 

Ann Keyes 
Becky Koehler 

Libby Lang 
Betty Lovitte 

Lowe's Grove Baptist Church 
     -In Honor of Intentional Love 
      Baptist, Fuquay Varina, NC- 

Phyllis Matthews 
Skip & Julie Marsh 

Hal & Maria MeKeel 
Tim & Lynne McMannen 

Tim & Gloria Minor 
Richard Moore 

Doug & Patti Neptun 
Holly Nichols 

Peter & Pat Nolty 
Badeen Parker 

Howard & Sue Partin 
Caroline Raby 

Gloria Rentrope 
     -In Memory of Gene Rentrope- 
John & Roberta Rogerson 

Frank & Susan Rose 
Calise Rowland 

Don Sharp 
Rick & Sheila Slagle 

Gail Smith 
Anne Stengel & Ellen Katz 

Gina Tallman 
Kevin & Marge Walls 

Vivian Williams 
Juanita Woods 
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